THOUGHT KANSAS CITY WASN'T FOR ANOTHER
FEW MONTHS.

how time flies

GREETINGS FROM TORNADOCON
19-21 MARCH 1976

can you think of a group with whom you’d rather share a disaster?
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FROM -THE EDITOR °

WELCOME 70 LAW'S LARTERN.

So what do I say? I guess talk sbout the contents of this zine. The
Arvicle on the Michael Bishop fiction stems from the Yayne Third Literary
Diascusagion group. We had planned to read "The Samurai in the Willows" znd
zet topether to discuss it. Well, I read all the Michaael Bishop I had on
a2and (all the F&SF he appeared in) and noticed that he used a lot of coul
trasting themes in his fiction., That gave me the germ of an idez for the
article, and this is the resuli,

Most of the books in the SPLINTERS AHD PULP column are works dezeided
apon, or related to, them, by the Discuseion group. Since I knew that CLiff
Simak was comipg to Bastern Mlchigan Unlversity for COMOLAVE, Y read anfex-
tra novel so Laat I could talk to nim about it. Didn®t quite get BHUHANTED
PILGRIMAGE dons by the zcon, thourh,

The con reports: yes L did go 1o a8 many coneg ag thers were hPék&ﬂﬁ“s
and this coming weekend is H;HIQOH» te which Jbhn Benzon and I are going.
Inris zine is going with me; which is why I'm pushing things to pget it oud
by then. T Jjusi hepe that the ditio machine at school doesn®t breal down,
or T will be in bzd shaps.

Speaking of ditlo, yes, this is ditie. I hzZve no access to mimeo, nor
do I rualjv tnow how Lo werk a mimeograph, although I could learn awfully
fast if 1 had one, I made the covers off-set, hecause divto
raprotuction of that art would be terrible.

Artasork: need I say that I conld use some. Just
icok at my drawingz, and I think that the answer will be
quite clear., The Cover, by Sarak Princs is in refey-
snee to MARCON, where we had the tormado.  Pat Byrnes
ane of my studants, did the back cover,

SF ON RECOAD; wno, don't look for that col-
wen ln this lssue, four that was ope of the things
{ deleted so that I could gat this out on time. .
45 it i3, 1 nay be sldpping my aevening class
2% Wayne State University touight - gnd I ;
have o pet up 3t L:30 tomorrow morning L
to leeve foir MIN{COH. Chu, guide my fin- i

1BLBrovn

ind send in lebtters
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A STUDY INGCONTRASTS:

e shorT Fiction oeMICHAEL BISHOP

Contrasts within the the writings of SF are common, mainly when the authozr
shows the diffevence belween &he human culture and an alien one. Iix congidering
the short fiction of Michael Bishop, however, there is an extra depth of con-
trast, an antithesis of ideas which lend a greater breadth of interest to hls
shories.

"Darkires, Darktide" (Fantasy & Scinece Fiction, April 1971); orne of his
earliest sbories, showzs a3 contrast in age, a theme which he commonly uses in his
other works. Jon Dalquist is a young lad whose body is eventually taken over by
Chloe =-- gn ancient woman "“who is not a grandmother, but a distant relative.”
Jon did realize that strangs things were happening %o him whenever he was with
her, for when Chloe told him stories, he could not remember them, a contrast to
what he could usually do, to what normal children could do. Ancther consrast
ig that of the "hominess" of Jon's room at home (where Chlee spends scme time)
with the antiseptic qualiity of Darkiree Sanitorium, where the hody exchangs takes
place-

These contrasts may nob be recognized as one reads the story, but they are
therva and give a greater depth of style and imagery to his plots.

The morbid tale of "A Tepestry of Little Murders" (Fantasy & Sciencs Fiction,
June 1971) again uses the contrast of age. Peter Mazaralk is mush younger than
hig father-in-law, for whom ’Peter works. A further contrast is in their per-
sonaiities and attitudes towards business: Peter doesn’t care that much about s
selling the farm equipment which "The 0ld Man" deals in, so ieng as enough is s
scld to make ends meet and to insure a small profitv; whereas his father-in-law
is whe gung-ho, hard-sell businessman. He looks on the farm equipmeni businesg
ag a grim occupation,

In contrast to hiz usualpassiveness, Peter kills his wife in a fit of anger,
ther goes on to several nore "murders" -«-- toads, mockingbirds, kangaroo rails,
a1l of which get into the way of his car in his panicky flight away from justice.
He is also urged on hy death in his put ~-p appendicitis. The life/death contrsst
here is very obvious. In the final scene, justice prevails and he is killed by

"fhe 0ld Han® driving s bip yellow harvester., in effective ending, Tor death
is the business of the Grim Reaper.

Age again is a major contrasging theme in "Spacenan and Cypsiss® (Fantasy
% Science Fiction, Spptembeds 1971). lazarescu, and incredibly old gypsy, tells
¢ fantastic tale of his bandds wanderings tu a young man on whose property they
are camped. This Zurns out {9 be a tale of insult and revenge, of life and death.
Zoga's bear, a magnificent animal,is confiscated by the local officials, snd so
the gypsies kill the person left %o guard them, and, ueing the tricks they know,
flee to the moon. There they meet two astronauts, quite surprised asironauis,
for there is the shock of seeing psople in gypsy dress while they ara clad in
silvery spacesuits. In thz atlempt of the spacemen Lo capture thess sirangs "in-
habitants” of the mcon, Rudolfc, another gypsy, is killed; ga a result both astro-
nauts neet death.

The ycung man listening te the story beccomes enraged and kills Lazareseng
he also is an astronaut. The next morning the gypsies are gone --- Lhey do not
stay where they are not wanted =--= but they do not leave without revenge. In
contrast to his young age, the gypsies lefi him an old man.
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in 1973, Mr. Bishop wroie "The White Otters of Chiidhoedt {Fankany &
Science Fiection, July 1973), s novella abocut the survivers of the human race in
pogt-holacostsl days, and after being taken over hy an alien race, the Parfects.
Several contragts are presented in the background alone: the aliens, uldof and
mystarious, with the humans; pre- and post-holsccstal methods of survivaly the
island setiing, where the remnants of the sarthmen lived, herded there by ths
aliens; with the rest of the world where the Parfects live: the contrast within
the humsn colony --~ the main islands whers the normal humsns live, and the il
land where the abnormsl (humang seriously altered gsnetically by radiation) hu-
mens liva.

Within the stery plot, the age contrast is again prevalent. HMarkerier Bains
ie considerably older than Marina Prendick; but they do marry. Fesring Serenos,
the Havarch of the coleony, is the oldest man, having been around wher Harkeriwms
vas & child; yet he doesn't look his sge. A conflict is set up when Harkerier
marries Marina, for Fearing Serenos had had that intention. Another conflict be-
tween Markerier and Fearing is Markcrier's refusal %o go cnce again to live with
the parfects s8 representative of the human race. These things come to a head
when Fearing vapss Marina, and she dies in labor bearing hiz children (Markcrier
is sterile). s "EE

An zntithssis to his calm and controlled self, Markcrisr plots revenge with
Harina's Tather, who is alsc the Havarth's physician. Just as Fearing was & de-
vourer of men on land, so would he be in the gea -~- they change him into Zim a
shark . :

The story is laden with more conflicts and contrasta. It's a fascinating
story with much to commend it. The contraaté’@eep&n the plois of the story.

In his shert story "Tha Tigers of Hysteria Fesd Only on Themselves" {Fartasy
& Science Fiction, January 1974}, there 13 a small age contrast betwsen Trapper
Catlow and his zon Sunny, and botwesn Sunny and his Joe Lug, who he brings home
with him from the Viet Kam war. Joe Luc is Vietnsmeze, which brings in snothex
contrast with Sunny. DBut the major centrazst is Surny's trancformation fyom humen
to tiger form. There is also the zntitheshis of Trapperis hard work on the farm
to kesp it going with the laziness of Sunny and Joe Tuc.

Tegether theas contrasta form an involved atory about the stisnge things
that can happen %o & person in the mysterious east. '

"In Rubble, Pleading” (Fantasy & Science Fiction, February 1978) shows two
different idess in contrast. The central ides that tornadoes ave intelligent is
a fantszvic ldea may or may not be true, and very nuch in comflict with what wa
hops to be true ( that they are not). The other contrast is not all that new,
bot gently and effeclively used. Justice Weir, s demented boy, hae a strange
power. His power, howeber, is not destructive, nor is it abroramsl intelligence.
He merely can communjcalte with the lornadoes. He has no combtipol, bub knows what
is going to happen. L8

bpe and dsath contrazt agein: Mulcusia, the town schoolteacher, went to v
view ths tormade demage in a nearby towm. There he wet a boy with a board throug
himo, The boy pleads with Hulcuszta and with the other adulis to pull the dwmexsm
board out, None of them do, and the boy dies,

The older adults knew betier than the boy. dJush az they think that tornade
intelligence is absurd. And the tornedo forces begln to atir.

i conbrast of human and zlien Bulturss iz seen in "Cathsdonian Odys=ey
\Fantssy & Science Fiotion, September 197h). # survey ship crashes on Cathsdonia
a planat of peas znd lskes and tvees. Haria Jill Ian is the only suvvivor of the
Lres survayors, and after burying ber husband and friend {(weighing thew down and
sinking them in & nearby pool), she mestd up with an slien, & native inhabitond
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of the planet which she names Bracerc. Together they make & trek to Lie sea
where there would be hope of rescus when the mother-ehip returned ina couple
years. DBut plagued by the loss ot her husband, she wishes for his rsturn, and
Bracero grants her request: it brings the body to her from its watery grave
by telekinesis. Again she buries her husband,

When she desires to ses mother earth again, the impossible is granted:
Bracerc brings Terra inte orbit about Cathadonia.

The major contrast is the alien interpretation of the wish as zn actual
desire for reality. It gives an insight as to how the mind of a Cathadonian
works: no idle desire is made known; all feelings are genuine. The question
arises as to why Bracero, first of all, takes Maria under his protection; and
secondly, grant her wishes? Interesting thoughts --~ in contrast to normsl
human thinking which usually shies eway from the unknown and the uniamiliar.
The question 18 never really resolved, but !luman nature does take its course.
In contrast to the kindness of Bracero toward a single person of the human race,
the Cathadonisns are destrpyed by the rest of mankind for moving their planet
end killing all those people sitill living on earth.

A strange and humourousz story is Bishop's YRopue Tomato" (NEW DIMENSTIONS
5, Silverberg, ed. 1975). FPnilip K., an earthman, awakes to find himself a
giant red tomatc about the size of Mars, orbiting a red star. After 2 few
years he matures,; swelling to several times his original size, and is visited
by the Myrmidopterans who feast on his pulp. Hventually his sun novas, and
twelve of these winged Myrmidopterans move him to sarth where he steals the
moor: and takes up residence in its place a8 protector of the planet. The story
iz mainly a parody of Roth‘s THE BREAST, and Clarke’s 2001; A SPACE ODYSSEY.

The major contrast is the feelings of a man with his wrew role as a planet.
Breathing, growth, metabolism; are all blown up %o planetary preportions, mak-
ing the story humourous. In contrast to the pain one would expect Lo experi:
ence in being eaten alive, Philip K experiences ecstascy (a sexual pun here?).
Finally, instead of s star-child contemplating what to do next, the new pro=
tector is a glant tomatc

Ethan Dedicos, the central character of "Blooded on Arachne” (EFOCH, Sil-
verherg and Elwood, editors. 1975), wants to be a ster hearer, an officer of
the Martial Arms who would drop probeshipz into id-space. But to doc this he
nust first be bloodaed, be tested for survival.

Set out in the middle of the desert - "by the splder pecple cf Ar-
achne, Bihan mush survive and reburn to them, or die. He manages to caidh a
ride with a spider (among a group of spidera) that had spun an sir-bag by
wnich it is able to float and glide through the air. Orly by killing and eat-
ing the flesh of this spider, which he named Bucephsius, then hitching a ride
with another spider; doas he survive and return to the apider people.

T e contrast here is & conflichb: why learn survival on a planet when the
work Ethan will) bDe doing is in space? Why not have a survival lest in space?

A% the end of his ordeal Ethaw feels huri for Bucephalus; which gives the
clue to vresolving the confliect. To survive one may nave to kill sous=on or some-
thing for which he feels deeply. This may happen anyplece, wherever survival
i2 necessary, onh land;sea, air or in space. In space, in a lifebvat, the sur-
vival of the majority may demand that a few die. The leader, whcever it is,
mush make that decizion, and even if it huris he musti carry through with that
decision, To szurvive i¥than had te kill Bucephalus; it hurt him %o do so, but
he followed tnrougn on his decision and was “blodded®.

The contrast is thet of space and planetsry envirommentis. 1 1B 8 cores!
trast which 1s only implied, but which is the crux of the stery.



Ferhaps the greatest achievement in contrsts was accouplished in "The
Samurai and the Willoms" (Fantasy & Science Fictiecn, February 1976). The
gontrasts within the story are numercus. Within the future city. domed against
the polluted air cutside, Basenji (Simon Fowler) moves from the highast lavels
of the city to the lowest. This descent follows closely with the degeneraticn
of hig mental state znd his will te live, 1In thal lowest level he shares an
ppartment with Queequeg (Georgia Cawthorn) who iz very much his opposite. She
is a glissador, a future wmailperson-type, very active, vwhereas Basenji owns and
vorks a Kudzu Shop, where he ¢lips and shapes miniature treesz, Bonsal, very
delicates and natient work. Queequeg is also ruch wounger than he; and of les-
ser irtelligeace. ‘ler taztes run to the modern and fancy, whereas Basenji is
reserved and snachronistic.

The age contrast 1s again expressed with Kusuko Hudaka Fowler, Baseniils
uwother, He had committed her to an old-folk's hospital, and there let her die.
dith her death Basenji's mantal state dropped, and likewise hig will to live.
Thue ne bepgar his descent to the lowere levelsg. '

Re fesls for Qusequeg, but is too wrought bp with his own problems even
te sbtempt to make things work betweon them. Finaxlyg atter she decides to
marry Ty Kosturko, z msn her own age with the same tastes, Basenji commits
Seppnin, ritusl suicide (not to be confused uitn hara kiri, belly cutting,
vhich is not honorable).

Throughout the story Basenji took the passive roleg nothing he did was
really acbive, although he liked to ses activigy in cthers, which is why he
liksd Quesgueg. This contrast of a passive Bazenji with the active people -
bout kim sets up ths foreshadowing of his death,

These are a few of the conirasting ideas and themes found in #The Ssnmurasi
and tha Willows". When you read through the story a second or third time, ths
delicate balance of those ideas becomes apparent. Michael Bishop has used
contragting themes not only in this but in all his other storges very effectiw
ely. He adde depth of perseption and balancnu 1magery in doing so, and nakes
inis stories =211 ihat much more enjoyabls,
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Soma of the books reviewed here are old, those which I have finally gotien ae
round to reading, and some are new. I feel that we should not ignore the roots
of modern SF and merely concentrated on the newsr writings. T hope that there
is an interesting cross-section of titles presented.

THIS ISLAWD EARTH by Raymond F. Jones. Shasta Fublications; originally published
in Thrilling “onder Stories. c. 1952

Cal Meecham, an electronics engineer, receives a strangecatalcpue of equip-
ment,; gear which he has never heard of. He orders the parts for zan interacitor
and puts it together, not that he knows what he is doing, but Cal werks it out
with his knowledge of electronics. The interocitor,it turns out, is a communi-
cations device for an alien race which needs engineers %o produce more of these
same devices, Cal accepta the job, and finds that there is more than the pro-
duction of interocitors: & war between two factions in the galaxy, with the
gelaxy the prize.

Intrigue builds as the "geod guys”, the Llannan are slowly fa2lling to the
"bad guys", the Guarra, and an attack is forecasted that involves the takeover
of earth. The Llannan, trusting to their probability computera; say that any
defense of e=arth would be disasterous., The Guarrans would win. In spite of
Calis appeal to make the attempt to save earth, earth is doomed. The only glim-
mer of hope is to find a sclid logical reason why carth mirht be saved.

A3 in most of the space opera type literature, the eartimnan does core up
with the anawer, The Llannans were losing because they were prdictable; they
played with¥the odds of their probability computers. To make an unpredictable
move would destroy the confidence of the enemy. The Llannas accepted this, and
earth was saved.

The chavactera are cardboard; the love interest between Cal Meecham and
Ruth Adams, the psychologist who is also working for the Llannans, is barely
touched upon, and their relationship seems trite. But the plot is intricate,
and there are sone decent ideas presented.

For exampla, when Cal first decides to join the people who made thoze fan-
tastic electronics parts, he was under the impression that they were an earth
organization called the Peace Engineers, who were a group of scientists ded-
icated to bringing peace to the world, An old=hat idea, but don’t we all wish
that could happen? Peace and prosperity.

And the idea of alien races cooperating, Again, old-hat, but an example
of the idealism in the old 8F,

One thing which did permeate the book was the "senss of wonder". True,
all the science didn’{ work out logically, you could punch holes in all the
philosophy, the right/wrong, good/bad lines were stiffly drawn, but the thrill
of a space battle, the sense of wonder was there, and to me it was a comforta=
ble feeling, returning to the stories I read as a hoy. I recommend it, if only
for a couple hours escape.

WAY STATICN by Clifford Simak. MacFadden Books; c¢. 196k

Enoch Wallace was like any other man on earth, in appearsnce, snyway. The



only difference was that his appearance hadn't changed in the last hundred
years, Uis farmhouse was impervious tc any weapon, and a gravestone in his
family graveyard was carved in words cof an unknown lanruage, beneath which waa
buried something not born on earth.

Clifford Simak takes a simple setting, a farm in the back woods of Wis-
consin, and transforms it into the background for a =ztory of galactic intrigue.
The ‘'allace farmhouse is a way station, a stop-over point in the matter trans-
mission routes which traversed the galaxy. For decades Fnoch ''allace remained
undisurbed; the inhabitants accepted him as a man who never aged. And he per-
formed hle tasks with the utmost diligence, making smooth the passape of those
who travelled from star to star.

“uddenly there ig turmoil, Ye is under jinvestipation by an agent from
vashington; there is trouble with his neichbors; the alien races are bickering
among themselves, and threaten to close down the earth station; and the Galac-
tic Talisman, that strange dovice which enables a sensitive to communicate
with "God", the gpirit of the universe, has been stolen. And Enoch finds that
the alien vody had been exhumed .

Simek intertwines the plots very carefully, almost toc intricatsly, which
makes it difficult to unravel one without menticning another. Suffice it to
say that it all works out well in the end.

Enoch’s character ig wsel drawn, and Simak uses some alisn devices as
sounding beards for further character developuent. The creation of .lary and
David, projections of Fnoch's cwn wnind; snow how he ininks, what he feela. The
“hooting gallery in the basemeni reveals his talent with a riflse, btut alse chows
nis nervousness, for in the reality of thiz make-believe hunting world, he nissed
and would have been killed by the first attacking animal.

Clifford Simak is a master at telling tales of comaon people wio encount
er strange circumstances and elevate themselves beyond their common origin.

“AY STATION is a prime example, and T can see why he won a Hugo for it.

OUR CHILDREN'S CIlTLDREN by Clifford Simak. Berkley Medallion DBooks; c. 1974

Suddenly, all over the world, doorways opened and peopls from the future
began walking oute TFrum the future they fled, trying tc escape an esnemy that
was bred o Fight, and adapt to any environment. These time tunnels were rig
ged for self-destruction at the other end, just in case some of those creatures
attempted to get threvgh. And unforbunately, a couple did.

Cliflord Simak takes an old idea;, fleeing into the past to escape destruc:
tien, sives it a little twist here and thers; and comes up with a delightful
and suspensaeful story. Our ehildren’s children, many times removed, stop in
cur time seriod merely to ask for aid in travelling further back in time, back
to a period where the air was good, the seil fertile, and predatory animsls
were few, All they needed ware time tunnels, and if anyone of this time per-
iocd wished to return with them; they were welcome to come along. DInt there
wag no return; travel to the future was impossible.

AL probzims are eventually taken care of . Thne creatures which breed
like rabbite (they are bisexual), adapt in such a way so as to defeat then-
selves., A small group of businessmen, who velieve that this time travel busi-
ness is reverssble, back the bullding of the tunnels inhopes of naking a cuick
profit later.

The book is enjoyable to read. The characters are far from static; but
aren’t deeply explored sither. 3till, it is 2 good story, and I would recormend
reading it



ENCHYANTED PILGRIMAGE by Clifford Simak. Putnam Books; c¢.1975.

It's an interesting and beautiful world vhere elves and faerieg snd goblins
exist, accepted by man, The Catholic church is alive and abounding, and agents
of the Imquisition roam far and wide. In this world Journey a group of unlikely
cnaracters toward the YWasteland, the outer fringes of the civilized world, asit
is, where there are only nerwries of death and destruction. In this group
eachh wandera toward the Wasteland for a differsnt reason: ifark Cornuall in
sezrch of knowledge; Srnivley the rafver goblin as a companion to Mark; Gib has
been entrusted witha giest to give an object to the Older Ones who live in the
Wasteland; Oliver the dwarf goes as his friend; lal travels with his friemnd
G1lb as guide and companion; takinf his friend Coon, a racooni Mary joina them,
for she believes that she is from there.

The amount of detail with which Simak has drawn this world shows that he
is a8 gowd a fantasy writer as he is SF. 1In spite of the slow siart; the bock
sucks you in to its enchanting wcrld, and it leaves you crying for more aftex
you've turned the final pags. '

Cliff has =aid that he might write a sequal, set a couple generationsg af-
texr this. I hope that he dces.

THE CYBFRIAD by Stanislaw Lem. Avon Books; c. (1967) 1976

The sub-title le "Fables for the cybernetic age'". How truei The book is
a series of short stories about robois and cybernetic orrmaniems. The two heroces
are Trurl and Klapsticius; both machines themselves. They are constructors, fa-
mnoug iuvventors, and they travel the galaxy helping other races with thair inven-
tions. And the tales are delightful-

I think that they should be read alcud. Michael Kandel, as the transiator
from the Polish, has done a fantastic job with the words. The alliteration in
sone of the stories is unvelievable. They would be great for reading aloud.

In fact a couple friends of mine and I did that -- read a portion of '"Trurlls
Jachine" aloud, and it came off beautifully.

Ay own favorite is "Trurl's Flectronic Bard", in which Klapaucius asks
the poem producing machine to compose a poem, "a love poem, lyrical, pastoral,
and expressed in the language of pure mathematics. Tensor algebra mainly, with
a littl topology and higher calculus, if need be. Bui with feeling, you under-
stand, and in the cydernetic spirit."

Trurl objects, but the Machine is already beginning:

Come, let us hasten to a hizher plane,
where dyads tread the fairy fields of Venn,
their indices bedecked from one to n,
commingied in ar endless .Jarkov chain,

BB

Cancel me not -= for what then shall remain?
Abscissas, sone mantissas, modules modes,

A root or two, a torus and a nodes

the inverse of my verae; a nu.l domain.

cao

I see the eigenvalue in thine eye;

I hear the tender tensor in thy sish.
Bernoulli would have begn content Lo die,
Had he but knowm such a¢ cos ? D 3



Stanisliaw Lem appears to have & very good 7 e
background in science, considering all the refepr.: Foily Z/( 7))
ences ..ade in these stories. The stories are wit- f“(/ 2 N N GV
ty, extremely funny in spoig, and more often than (éi) P
not, philosophicail. 'hen asked to make a parti- g
cular machine, the asker demands perfection of the 8 8 ¥
machine. There are a myriad of examples: the per- k o
fect kingdom, the perfect hiding place, lhe per-: o=’
feoct pame. Yet the thing elways turns out had for ) {
the person. eithey by chance or design., These are ol Lok
daliphtful stories to read, and T urge you to give //
them a try. You may want to read them to your o
¢nildren, or littls brothers and sisters (or even
your science and math teachers). (//
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A WIZARD OF WARTHEOKA by Ursula K. Le@uin. Ace
ilookes c. 1968,

Ancther world, maybe. Or the marth in the
future or past. 1t doesn't matter. A1l you need
to know about the world is there, described for
you in flowing images and titiliating languaga. ‘ﬂg%

/
g
iagic is accepted as matier-of-fact, although peo == <t§ ij g
AN

. S TR,

T3

&

ple still held a wizard in swe. And civilization ~ &
is comprised of the peopie living on the i1slands
of this world.
Sparreowhawk stumbles upon his powers by chance,
and with the realization of these powers, by hinself and by others who had nag
ical skills. he learne what he can from the local wizards first, then fraveis
%o Roke, the school for wisards. There, on a dare, he casts a spell which rs
leases an evil shadow on Rarthsea, and almost kills him  when it escapes from
the world in which it had been dwelling. Wwhen Sparrowhawk recovers, he slowly
regains hiz magical powers, then is sent away from Roke, never to return until
he vanquishes his shadow. '
The vackercund and setting are impeccable. Lefuin masterfully draws a
world  which is lovely and sinis-
ter. The characters, espacislly

p Sparrowhawk are well developesd and
V"

By, deeply explored. Character inter -

[ O relationships are wall done, but

PRI ;RW:_ (&.Xj nct as completelg as they should
f %i &Q {gj i have been. The friendship betwcen

MoF AGaiw !?

¥
4 Sparrowhawk and Vetch on the island

\ it of Roke could have heen shows dev

"WMM“ﬂmwmwf::ﬁf eloning through a few nore exangles
e and conversationa. OStill, I fourd
£

the book one of the best { neve
rsad In recent tires.

The ldea of a shadow chasing
a person is an’ easy one to :
relate to., Like nosi of us, Hpsl
rowhawk eventually turns vo stalk
his shadow. chase him down gnd de-
foat him.

I wonder why I waited so long
to read thim

mes———_ Lt
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MARCON

Leah Zsldes; Diane Drutowski and I mamaged to leave the Detroit suburbs by
4300 M, and therby missed most of the rush-hour traffic. The trip to the "All
American City" of Columbus; Chio went asmoothly, and except for a near aceident
:ecause of gawkers watching a fire on the side of the read in Toledo, nothing
of interst happened. About 7:30 we rolled into the parking garage behind the
Neil House ffotor Hotel in downtown Columbus; unpacksad cur things, turned the
ey over to the attendant, and trekked into the hotel. 7Thus beran a fascinate
ing weekend for ke at arcon.

I registered guickly and took my things to my closet which the hotel called
2 room. It was & small place with the bed doubling as a couch {you pull the so-
Tfa part out from under the backboard and i% becones a bed, sideways). As soon
as my gear was storsdy; I headsd for registration; got my name badge and wandered
inte the huckoters rcom. There among the tables T recieved the first of many
shocks that weekend. Georgia Mase, a former student of nine when I taught in
Columbus a few vears age was atienpting to sell copies of STARVIND,a locally
produced lansine, of which she is art director. We gaped at each other in mut-
ual stupefaction for a few seconds, then reverted to the usual routine of hi,
how are ya, whatcha been doin', and go forth. It was nice to see and talk wath
her again, “eargis wag the best Latin student 1 ever had.

Out in the registration area I happened upon the Chicage foen. T invited
Chip Bestler to my room to pick up his copy of MISHAP, the Michigan apa (i'm
his agent); and the rest of them to see the slicdes T had taken of NOTACON, the
New Years con at Chip'’s place. Jim Furstenberg, Steve Johnson and lLean Dillon
came along. Wrile passing the slides . around, Lloyd Digpgie passed by the
room and dropped in for a few minutes. le had to ls2ave becuse of praor comnit-
nenis,

‘la then moved to the suite which the Chicape peopls had rented, and ware
having 2 party. Yy second shock was geeing the iovely Susan Phillips again. I
nad not scen her since Chambanacon last Movember, and I was tarilled to renew
our relationship. We spent a consziderable amc: nt of tire talking.,

In the con suile later, I chanced upcn a fellow by the name of Jim 'lonnazer.
Hecognizing the name, I started talking to him. " It was obvious - he didn't re-
membey me. I .- askad him if he took a nythology course at Ohio State Univer
3ity back in 172, He said yes. Did he remember the slide/lecture on comic bLiook
' heroes, which one of the grad assistants dalivered? Yes. 1t still hadii't
dawned on nim that I was thai grad assistant, so I told him. ‘le was amazed “hat
I had rememberad him, ‘'hat part was easy, especially since he was one of the
fsw students to come up to ne aflerwards and ask aboul uwy comic ccllection. oo
we 3pent the next couple hours talking about eenics and various other things

About the same time I pot into a conversatlion with Heil RBelsky, a fan from
lew York, and we talked sbout apae. He invited me o join 4PA-Q, which is a bi-
we2kly apa., 1 took his address »nd sa’d that I would consider it. 1 also told
nim abour MISITAP, and inviited hin to Jjoin. We too said that he would consider

1t
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¥ot, teo long after tiuat T mel up with Sarsh FPrinoe, snock nunabir thrss. I
was hoping thai sihe would be there; because snhe lived in the Columbus arsag but
I waegn't surc that she knew sbout it, and I had forgotten to get her address
winen I first met her at NOTAOH. While discussing whet had bzen soing an (and
inviting her Lo Jjoin JISTAP, with me as her agent), Tullio Froni Joined in with
a fake laser pisicl which He had invented. Tullio s cne of the electrenics
genivacs (genii) from Chicage who malkes "blinkies", siniliar to the cnes advers
tised in ANMAIOG. andy offutt came by while we were playing with it snd made
a comment about it making pecpie sterilg, which set ofi a series of jokes,

Later in the evening [actually early in the morning) a group was getting
bugether to play funpeons and Dracons. aving heard ao mucn about ths game
I decided to sit in and watch. Sarah Prince; Susan Philips and Tullio decided
to join in and play; esven though they inew nothing about how to nlay in. The
people who knew the game did a poor job of teaching the newcomera. After avout
2k houra, they had not even besun to play, Susan left, for which I duon’t blame
her. She was tired (it was s long drive from Kentucky) and I walied Yer te her
room, From there T went to the com suite, and found out that the Torento fen
had arvived. I recelved & copy of STMULACERUM 234 from Vicioria Vzyne and CALCTUM
LIGHT YIGHTS from Phil Paine, and talked with both of then for awhile. Jackise
Franke was there plaving cards with her hushband {?) (T'm hot sure, [ wasn't ine
troduced around) '"idge Reiten and another person (Hidge’s husband?), and we ex-
changed pleasaniries,

T checked once more wilh the Dungeons and Drazons players, and found that
they had indeed started, but were still on the [irst floor. o, ths time being
af'ter 5:00 a1 (my god, 1 had forgotien to eat dinner .- oh well, there’s always
breaskiast), I sauntered back te my room and slept.

SATURDAY @

My internal alarm clock ot me up at 4:00Q. Forget it, I said, =and slept in
until 9:00. I got up. Jumped deown %o the hotel restaurant Jor breakfaszby and
sat with Jan Cruickshank. ‘le talked about varicus things, especially what was
soilneg o happen that alterncon. After hreakfast I wandered about the Registra-
ti'n area, and talked to Palrick Nayden, who had come in with the rest of the
Toronto fen. ''e cleared up a few things about our differeaces in NISHAP, and
talked about things iun general.

A little blt lete T grabbed my eoat and coon-skis

cap {which I were during mest of the con), and my bLook Z;}

cetalopues, and meds for the PaperBook Gsllery, my fav~ ng;

orite hookstore in Columbia, whose proprietors, George -~

and Mite Hill; save bocke for me. T walked in and they E |

were delighied Lo see nme. $60.00 worth later I walked i ‘

out with many volumees under my srmg. After storing k \ 4;,

tham safely in ay room, I headed for the hucksters once Sl <

agAine o /“)\ ,/__\
Tnside T saw the usuval fair as is expecied at any / )ﬂ 7

¢ons Pill Bowers had a table for his CUTIORLDS; Dean { ¥

YcLaughlin had hig tables laden with books; RBill the \\ -

Calactic Heazelmayer and Allan 'filde both had volumes “w ] )

spreac on a nuntber of tables. T saw a couple first !} /

edition Yan Yoixt's (my favorite author), but eringed at g} ,(

the prices. Bill sald that the person he is agenting ,gz;q\ﬁQ q.

for set the price, an he had very litile leeway in "‘"éJ

varpgaining.
About 1:0C in the afternoon, T gettled myself down in the lecture roum
with paper, peuclil and camera. Andy offuit and Joe Heldeman titoolr the speakers
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platform snd began their discussion on "uture War and Future Sex'. Joe asked
if therw will Le a fuature for war. If you cenzider that with the little auount
ef nuclear anergy we are employing right now, thsre is approximntely 110kg of

. fissionable uranium lest in trsnsit at the present time, what will
bappen if the terrorist groups get hold of this fres uranivm asnd atart making
nuclesr boubst  Also conmider that it takes veary little plutonium “falicut® to
poimoen our stmosphera. WLl we atill be sround to have a war?

andy then asked Joe about space warfare. Joe replied that his book THE
FOREVER WAR was meant as & satirs. He does not belisve that a2 war in space =
would or couid be sconoiically feassble; the expenditures iw eargy are too great.
Tr discussing this, Joe aleo mentioned, ez well as andg, *that they, like most
fans, started reading ST in the back of c¢lassrooms, and never took thelr studies
in earnest, liowever, now thai they are both writera, they stud¥y harder thanm they
ever did in schonl; sspeclally ths heavy stuufl 1ike science. Joe mentioned that
he had done exsensive studies for the background of his book (and from reasding
it I ecan see that he did); snd 42 continuing to do so for nis coming books.
andy, whe is interested in the Society for Crestive Anschronigm {an organization
which atbempis 0 racreate the middle ages, not as they were; bul ag they should
have been), asked those in the andience to ‘consider what it wbuld be like to do
things in chain wail, which would sdd around 20 pounde Lo & persons weighi. A&nd
how would you get it off? It is a liittle heavy to 1ift directly over your head
like & %-shirt. Hes nmentioned thia®z as psrd of the research he ia doirg for a
historical rimence which he 13 planning $6 write (ur is writing now).

¥ow 1t was andy's turn to expound on “future sex".

Jow asked him: %hre your for sex? UHow did you gel staried writing porn??

andy sald that he had bought about 20 bhooks of pornography, und read thea
212 in the spave of 7 or 8§ daye. “hén he got done, he said, "I can do better
than thati® :

Tos interjected: "Ia that sriting or.c..”

H2 said that there sre two main things which will keep the resders' intersst
in porn: . the number of sexual encounters in ‘the story, snd the scublasce
of a plot.  Yhet andy tries to do is to have & dedent type plot to carry the in-
terest ol the reader betwesn zexual encounters. £nd he usss his pseudonymg dz-
vending on the quality of hig work: John Cleve Tor his best porn, then Jeff
Morehead, end othera. {1 myself bave read sowd of the Jeff Mcorehead hooks, and
nave found them superior to most of the other porn I haverecad.)

Tra panel ended with both Joe and andy fielding questions from the floor.

I stayed in my se2zbt with pencll, paper and camere for the next spesker, one
of the main reacons T had made the trig: Randy Bathurst, & local Detroit fan,
was the Fan Cuoeat of Henor. Bill Beowers made the introcduction; but befors ha
intonduced Randy, he institusd the order of the Bill Bowersz CGrouples.

Jodie Offutt had written 311, saying that he had a following, a groupis.
So, at the nexi convention, Bil) 8aid, he looked for his following expecting a
numbar of young fsaminine bodieg, Wut all he could aee were Lovry Downes and Pate
rick Hayden. Jodis suigested thal he chocss a lsader fox his gooupie, and pra-
sent that peowvson with & pin (made ®ithar by her or Jackie Franke, I dida't cateh
who). Under the ¢riieris for making the choice, BIdL
snid the the psrson had to be cuadly, "and, of courss,
vomecne ¥ had alept sith.? Then he called Mike Glicke
rohn Lo the platforr, Juet a3 he wae trying to Sieak
sub of the lechurs voam. Bl presented Mike with tha
rin, then wort o to introducs Randy.

BIIY, =ha 10 in excess of gix feet In helght, is
nevd pressed to Cind people in fanden to look up e,
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Randy, said Bill,; is net & person he finds difficuliy in locking uwp to, bat
in looking around. Randy i¢ big, but in morz ways than the physicad, With
genuine love and affection, Bill turmed the microphone over o Randy Bathurst.

Randy started oui with a hiztory of himself in fendom. His {irst con was
the S%.LouleCon, whers (I believelhe was indroduced fo Miks Glicksohn {(at this
point he shows a picture of HMike which he had drawn, pointing to ths top of i%,
where mike is not, zince he i2 not the tallest persong "Sorry about that Mike,"
he said, moving his finger hglfway down the pzge), who in turn introduced hin
to fapdos. Randy held up another sign saying “FANDUMEY. "That's nhow I was told
it was spelledi” he shouted, Hike asked Randy for some artvork for his zine,
and thet started tha ball rolling.

About this point Randy started to ranble. He talked about his sxperisncas
ingide and outeide fandom; and how the two related. He attends few nona,
owing mainly to the job that he haz. e works in his parent’as florists shop and
arrsnges flowers. Thus his Saturdays are not always fred. Prior th that he w
workad in a hospital as an X-ray technician. He used Lo do things lLike doctor
up somoe X-rays, put flyers in everyons's mailboxes saying that he was having &
apscial on gali~-bladder X-vays thal wesk, and things 1ike that. Under stirange
circumstances {(like insulting his bouss's gon) hWe wss forced to leave,

Joa Haldeman askzd if he hed ever studled urt¥. Randy said yes; then re-
lated an incident when ne first went into sitvdic drt, with a live medel. He
vag so nervous that he didn't even look st the model -- couldn®t tell anyone
whal coleor her hailr was, or winat she looked iike.

Someone elsz asked him %o do Kermit the Frog, which he did, adwmirsbly.
Where did he get his ideas? From all over, like any artist. But Randy said
that he works slow; tha%t he naver sends things out which hz thinks asre nol guod,
and 30 he hag reams of paper covered with his not-so-good artwock. Another
fan asked about his dragon suit, which, Rendy sald, had beeon msde for him by
Tim Kirk. He saild that it was fun te wear, but hot.

About thrse Limeg Randy lsmented the fact that he had spent five hours
fyping up his speech, and had read barely a quarter of it. It didn®{ matler.
Fis warmth, his bignaess { much greater than the physical) porvaded the entire
spesch. Everyons was touched by hiy kindness.

Aftexr thia; Rust Hevelin presented a slide show ahout the laat Worddeon,
fugeiscon, And following ihat he had the auction {or the Down Undar lap Fupd
(TWFF ), which he won last year %o go to Aussiecon, znd which he is ralsing money
for this year so that an Austreilian fan can come to this yearvs Worldeon, Mid-
Amaricon.

I drifted around the registration ares, tullting teo vavious paople, sspsc-

ielly Roas Paviec, the viea-chalrvmazz of the con, and hie girliriend Dizns Sains
bury (both of whom I had met »é Confuziom 12). I asked Rogs aboul the rumor
going around that he iu going Lo be Chajvman next year for HMARCON. He asaid that
it's & rumor. (I have found out since that he will be, and that plans are under
way already). I also purchased & banguet ticket, o I didn’t havs to worry &-
bout dinnexr. Whan I got up to ay roca o shower and get ready for the banquet,
the message light was flashing. I cursed myseif: I had forgotten to call Mary,
ane of my very gosd friends in Columbuz. Whan T checked out the messags, sure
enough, it was {rom her. I returned the call, and we talked sbocutl getling (o=
zether that evening, selting the time et 5:00, alier Joz Haldeman’s God spsech.
I then walked around nsar the banquet room in good clothes, tis, and without my
coon-gkin cap. Fveryone lovked at wme strangely, some not baiisving me Lo bs Lan
for the cap was missing. I ayaeif did rot fsel faunish. Finally, after about
15 minutes, 1 ripped off wy tie, went back %o my room aud got uy cap. Tohen I
fait like & fan agsain. gL
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The banquel was a buffet of Chinese foud. Everything looked good. And
since the GoH and FGoll had first crack at the food, all were wondering if any-
thing would bs l2{% after Randy got through the line. Our fears wsre assusyged
when we saw Hmndy come by with plate laden, and there waz still food in the
trays and serving dishes. The table at which ¥ sat held a lively group of pso-
ple, including Mike Glicksohn, the famous Toronto BHF {(and winner of s half a
Hugo award for Fanzine editing). Soon after everyons nad settled down to eat,
Mike noticed that one of the chefe had put a bdttle of kechup on the serving
table. With Chinese food? o one was gauche enough to use it.

Miks Glickoohn was the person who introducad the Go¥ '
Jos Haldeman. He made references to the kechup betile,
and to that substance which Joe is asznclated with, with-
out actually neationing lime-green jello. He also nen~
tioned some of the more estute accomplishments of the (ol
tongue in chaek of courze, liks he being the author of the
Attar series. finally the man himaelf took ths miks.

Ro had asked Jos once (Ro being Ro Nagey, the former
head of Stylisgl Alr Corps SF Club in Ann Arber, Michigan
who now resides in Ohio, and attempted Lo kidnap Randy
RBathurst and hold him for ransom --- all of Ann Arbor,
which the Michiganders would gladly have given up for
Rendy,; but we weren't too sure how Chio Stahe would take
te having ite greatest rival, Michigan, in the %ame stzis.) what will you be
doing in 30 yeers from now? Joe's reply was thot he would ba in a space colony.
Which brougnt up the queation, how feasable is it to have space coloniss?

While doing vesearch for a story, Joe was at the Library of Congress in Wash-
ington DG, and he saw a copy of a project called “Project Indepsndence", which
wag a plan to make the US energy independent in 20 years. But this would entail
the cost of 600 BILLION dollars; the raps of our seolegy, and the construction
of fission nuclear reactors. Meamwhile, congider the 0'Welll plan. By taking
ore from ths moon as a stariing base, build space colonizs, whesla 2 mile iy di-
ameter, trap energy from the sun and beam 1% back o sarth. In the space of 12
years, and at the cost of 27.h4 DILLION dollars, we could have 15 space cnloni=s
in orbit, ali of them recsiving energy from approzimately 20 solar energy aaizl-
lites which would 2ls0 be beaming ensrgy back io earth.

Compare Loth the time and the soets: 600 billion as cpposed to 27.h billion;
20 years a3 opposad to 12 years. Why hasn't bhe ('Heill plan been adepted? Jor
two basic reasons, says Joe: 1) politics, and 2) the cheap ehergy. What polt-
titian is going to cowmit himself to & lengihy plan which gous beyond the tevnm
of hie office. He has to do things which will be raecognized imedlately so taat
ae will he re-elected. And with the cheap snergy which would be pouring domm
from the heavens, do you think that the energy producing busineasep are going to
take it lyiny down? They will fighl eny attempt to cut intc their owm profits.

The problens are posed. So what do we do? Write our congrsssmen, I pusss,
support the 0'Naill Plen. Let's get our space colonies in oparztion. It can be
dona, end T for cne would like to be on one of thess colonies in loea than 30
vearg. Thet ia one of my own dreams, just lile Jos’s.

I couldn't siay for the end of tha apeech, unforlunstely. It was ruaning
lete, and Mary snd har boryfriend ¥Yevin were waiting for me when ¥ gol down {c the
lchby. We teok off in Mary®s new car, und went to her place where we iLalked 3%
wout all thet had happened szince I sew her lagt vear. It was a weader{ul eveainy
spent, even if Lowre was & torhudo. Westled in hor basement and watching TV,
we listened 1o all the weather reporis, and bthe lonely weil of the snergency 3i-
ven which warned svecyong of abh spproaching bornsdc. Fortunstsly it vas only a
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gighting, north of columbus gropar at that, and no damage was dons. Hack at the
hotal I foumd out thet everyons had besn herded into the Arkede, the lowssi ares
of the hotel, Mary ¥ovin and 7, along with Mary's sister Annle and her mobhew,
ovdered & pizza, scon siter which it had asrrived and had baen devouraed, they took
me pack to the holel. I brought them up Lo wmy rcom, and we chatted for a Iittls
while agein; drinking rum *n’ cokes, wntil Xevin announced that he had bo gad up
at 5:00 A becauaze he had reserve training. So I walked them back to the car apd
saw them offa

Back in the kotel I ran up to the con suite and gol ints e group taliking 1o
Joe Haldeman. We discussed hils up and comiag book about Charles Manson, Uslany’e
DAHIGREN, znd other iopics which were BY relabed. So long as we kept fseding him
bheers, he kept lzlking, stopping only onee to hit the jobn. Before we knew it
about 3 hours were gone, 50 enthralied were we {at least I was) by Joe's convers.
ing. And ths only yvaeasen it did break up was because Bill Fesselmayer caue by
announcing a Sleazy-Con in one of the other rooms. The {irgh room it wes in
turned oct to be teo small. the next one bsitter, until the filksinging bsgan.
T4 wasan't that I wes ggainst the sing, Jjust those #whw were doing it. The volces
woren't the best. So I l2ft and found an anti-Sleazy-Con parly going on in ithe
hailuay near the elevators. Bill Bowers, Leah Teldea, Jaskia Franke, Midgs Rel.-
tan and others were jusi sitting snd ialiking. Others joinad as I set down
Disne Dretowski, Tim Seefeld, and Sid Altus, among obhers. Since it wag Sid'a
roca in which the Tlsazy-Con party was being held, he weat in and chassd sveryone
gigs out, then invited the rest of us in. I talked with Midge for awhile; and
agked her azbout MINICON, 1 she knew where I should write to make reservations
snd to register. She didn’t have any informaticn at that time, buil took my ad-
dress and promisad te cend me the information {which she did, and I'm going).

After zbout, 2 w9lf hour in Sid*s room, the amoke got to me, so I iaft. I
figured that il would be better to leavs, that to barf on his bed (my body reacts
violently %o smoke of any kind}., And sinee it waz about 5:00, I thoughi it might
be niee o slesp a litile, especially since T had to drive homs the next day.

SURDAY ¢

deain my internal alarm clock wolis me early, %:00 this time, end T reollsd
cut of bed by ¥:30, showered, and headed down %o vraakfast. Since it was Lime
to maks 8 car paymant; and wy car was funded through e beank in Ohlo. T desided
o save myself 13¢ postage and deposld the check whils thers. When I returned
from ths bhank, I hit the frt show, and checked up on all the three paintings wh
ghich I had bi8 on., lione had changed, There was & nix-up sarlier on Ssturdsy.
T put down the =minimum on 2 pastel work by Carcl Schmidi; which wes called IH®
CANTATION, which had griffens pictured. Carol was pointed cut to me, and she
thanked me for my bid. A 1ittls bit later she sought me oul, saying thst she
or somsone had mig-labelled the art, and the one with the griffens waz a llittie
more for the minimum bid. I went back o the art room, and checked out the Yov
oaindings. I decided to keep the bid on ths one Uhat should have beer Litlied
ITHNCANTATION, I was glad I 43d. 1T got the painting st the suction, outbidding
andy offutt for it. I also got the two other paintings: FROTH MAIDIN by Jackie
¥ranke (for the minimiz bid, ne less - I was expesting a fight for thai one
since it is excepbtionally well done), and A STUDY TN MR&XIAH ARMOR by Phil Fog-
iic,

After the suction thers wasn't mich else to do. I geot into conversstlons
again with various different people. When I had gPHE FOREVIR WAR autographeod by
Joa Hatdeman, we %alked z bi%, and I got his addressz so I could send him o copy
of this zine., I kad a short conversation with Ruaty Hevelan abowt hookes, Chem
banacon and Midwesicon.
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I had a long talk with the Toronto fen, Vicicria Vayne, Bob Wilson, Fhil
Paine and Patrick Hayden. Most of them said that they would be coming to De-
troit for WonDayCon, I alse had a deep discuscion with
Diana Sainsbury, and another with Sarsgh Princs, Sarkh
said thad she really hated to sese the con end because
one had had such a great time. I didn"t blame hey for
feeling that way, for I fell the same.

I almost had Mike Glicksohn riding back to the
Botroit ares with me, but he found a later ride guing
all the way to Toronto. Diane Drutowski informed wme

{ that she was going to ride to Detroit with Victoria
i Vayne, who was taking the rest of the Toronte fen
there to stay overnight; before making the mad dash
acrozg Canada to Toronto.
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Lagh Zeldes and I left about L:30, stopped for
dinner in Bowling Green, and arrived back hom ab
out 9:30. We both agresd it wag a good con. I
look forward to the next MARCOM. With Rosa Pav-
lac at the helm, it should be a good one.

CONCIL AVF

Conclave wes a convention headed by Tom
Barber, running concurrently with & Teacher's
Conference organived by Marshall Tywn at Easte
ern Hichigan University, The Guestsof Kconow
wers James JQunn and Clifford Simak.

Yhen I srrived there Tom was getiing =h
things get up, and Marshall Tymn was Juab gote
ting his stuff organized. T was thers primar-
ily for the Conference, since I have been L -
ing to get an SK courae im my high school for
a8 long as I hevs been teaching there, and I
figured thet eny trainirg I cem eaquire will
be an asset when I iry again next yenr. Still I mansgsd to attena moss of the
acteduled activities of Conclave.

Jim Cunn talked gbout “SF iu the Hedla®, tslling of the death of hias owun
show (that/ is, the zhow based on one of hir bookw)g THE IMMORTAL. He - aluso
mentioned that his other book, THE LISTENERS has cgain been opted for a possible
SF ssries on TV, And another idea he had; which he did not dotnil, ip under
congideration for TV. :

hsn asked about SF o radio, Jim  replied that it ia at its bast there, be
25088 radio empleya the use of the imegination, something which is lead in novies
and TV, Again refering to TV, the only real successes in SF were obtained by
Red Sarling and Uene Roadenberry, with minor accowplishment. by OUTER LIMITS,
pour the new Star Trelt wovie; Jin said thet thres pocple had submitted qcr‘pts:
Jene Roddenberry, which did not coma out risht; Harlan Ellisen, whose idea felild
through; and Rebert Silverberg, which was good cnough. tut only for an episcds,
not the antire wmovie.
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I caught uwp with Jim after the lescture, anc asked him Lo auioprsph 3 cOpy
cfTHE LISTENFRS which I hed with me. When raading my name, he said that it
sounded familisr. T told him tbat T was one of the peopis who had wriitten to
him ghout nis &F Teachers Seminar which he is holding this June at ths Universiiy
of Kansaz. I told him that I would unfortunately be unable to make it, both be-
cauge of achodl, and finanzial reasons. I managed 1o Lalk te him lzter, at the
party thrown hy the Conclave concom, and Y introdiced him te Oy Chauving whon he
wes interested in mesting, mainly because he enjoycd Cy's book reviewz in DELARS.

in the Huckaters room, Howard DeVore and Dean Mclaughiin again were salli ng
their becks, and the Wayne Third Foundation had 2 few tablss alsc. The WIF wag
well represented: Cy Chauvin, John PBonson, Paul Madarass, Todd Bake, Don Hall,
Malcoln Cleveland, Michoel BSeemer, and the beautilul fesmefen Carel Lynn, Neleer,
inne Shoup, Patty Psiers Marge Parmenter, snd Deobie Goldatein. (Tid I mise any-
bedy? Probaolyl} Clifford Ziwalk walked in, and Johr Benson asked him about his
book, ENCHANTED FITORIMAGE, i¥ he was going tc write a segual; mainly because
it wss such 2 beautiful workd. CLiff said that He was thinking abont it, but
he couldnt use the came characlers, and would probzbiy gel it about thres gen-
erations in the future. But he had to finish the two novels he was working on
at the time. ' '

I asked CYiff to aubograph wy copy of ENCHANTED PILGRIMNAGE; which he did
with pleasura. Then I talked with him for gboudt 1Y minutes about sos bf his
other books. T4 was & most enjoyable experience, and as Jotin ¢old me aarlier,
he was, and i3, a perfecl gentieman. '

Clifford Simalk, as gueat of honor, was subjected to an interview style les-
ture, with Thomng Clareson,. Howard DeVore and the audiencs asking the questions.
When asked about writing in genersl, hig in particular, Cliff said that the la-
kel Scienze Fichicn was & misnomer; it is actuslly fautaay, a3 is all fietion.
But it i3 toc late to change 1t now, sc ws'll keep it. In hiz ecrly writing days,
the emphasis was on Science, but as time went by, Cliff realized that mankind w
was the center of tne stories, not sclence, so he turned more philoagoplhical in
hiz writings. Campbell was an influsnce, hut not as much on hix 25 on cthers.

Onterz, in dasceibing Cliff’s style have used terms such as "grass roots";
Ysompassionate” and Ypaatorel®. On thess C1iff sald that he writes about paople;
common ordinasry people who usually live in the country. He writes what he knows
and what he has experienced. He dislikes the c¢ity and the crowded avsnues; he
likes the open sky and open countryside. This is all reflected in his writing.
In nig works CLiff works to eatablish s purpose und a status for mankiad in the
universe. HKe wonders if we ars uging our survival instincts that way we are sup-
posed to, to their prover ends. Ye wante to esteblish a plan for mapkind through
whichi we mgy become grsat, in spite of out faults.

Compassicn s the basic tool which we humans have to accemplish thiz (he
nates tc use the word "tolersunce"). In his story WAY STATION bo zhows thia
by havirng fnoch Wallace bury the dead glien,; and going to the tronkle of curving
&n appropriate epitaph on the tombstone. In his short story, "A Death in the
Fawily”, sgain an alion, being taken cars of by un old farmer, dies, and iz bur
ied with all the respesct and decency the farmer wonld accord his own kin,

Cliff said wmuch more sbeut his works, his feelings towsrd his own writings
and others’ writings, Boet the unique quality of Simak himself, thsi quality of
being and living = 2 gentleman, and a gentle wsn, shons threough. I doubt that
anyene was not affected by this men. Hisz interview ended with 2 ztarding ovation,

Back &t the Conferenva, I learned much; techuiques in teaching, nources
and meteriala for teaching, the importance of themes and histerica) settings in
prezenting stories. Ths last activiby for the conferance was "Meebl the Authows?
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during wnich the teachers could ask guestisas of the Guests of Honor, and sll the
locsl authors: T.L. Sherred, Lloyd Biggis, Joan Hunter Holly, Deun McLaughlin,
Stanley Schmitz; and specilal gneat Thomas Clyres Dph I wmanaged Lo plug Cy Chau-
vin!a book, A MULTITUDE OF VISIOH5, snd I asked Jim Gupn to tell the cther
toachera gbout his seminnr.
After Lhe session wss over, I approacnad Jean Hunter Holly and asked if she

wonld gutograph her ook THE uRAY ELIFHE for wo. She did, giladly, snd I Lslked
with her for awhile before she had to leave for dimner. She said that that pap-
ticular bosk had not bean released in yQpﬁrh““% in the U5 becuuge the publishing
company hsd thotpht it "too cerebral?, I relayed this information to John Be“~
gon later. and he differed; he had just bought a cupy of &t the other day in
booksiore. Later, at the perty, I told this to Joan, and she said that she waalm
lock inte it. IHopaefully it would msan a check for her.

I managec short convarcatiocns wiih other ma@p.en Betty Kiein-lLebbink, her
sistar Tima amd frisnd Mike, arrived from fmherstburg Canads, ond I wont to din-
ner with them, Dave Boach, Cendice Massey and Wark Berngtein. 1 helksd with Dob
seprin about hia baock, whiech is golag to be puh?*snsﬂ in ANALDGD in esrly  “77.

T econversged plightly with Micheel Besmer, and was soryy I couldn't talk with
louger, WYike is ona of the newer mewbers of KISHAF, the HMichigan 2pa; end iz ona
of the brighter spotz thersin.

The dinner, Imentionsd sbove, was at the Four Sess resisurant. The fowd waz
Chinsgse in ueneral, iocluding other orisntal cuisines ss well as dmerican. I
had the shriap, and it was the begt I ewer had. After dinner we zll net at Hhe
Crystel Woua@; the mote) where a roor bad pesen regsrved for 2 party. It wos de-
Jightful, snd pilessant, in spite of being forced to abandou my cooni-skiln cap by
Patiy Pet@sd and Warge Parmenter { I didn't want it destroyed). 1 talkaé foy
hourz with Jim Curm and Joern Holly. I also talked for aﬁh*lL with Rogex Sehilobin,
the SF Frof from Purdue U, whom I met &t Confusion, and had the pleaazra of maai-
ing once more. I lef't about £:00 M, taklpg John with me. Wa were both tived.
Un the way bLsck we both agreed tnat it was a fentastic one desy convention. &0
mach wes pucked inte it that it felt like a whole weskond had pagsed.

NORTNOODS tournave NT

anort

The Horthusods Tournement wes my first §CA event. With John Benzon, Carosl
Lynn and Denise Bosung, we drove 3elens (my car) to Nast langing, Micbigen and
tock part in the Teobtivities., I was awed by the fighting, thrilled by the ooz
tuming. My 15th century coathardie, which was wads by Carol Lymn, was cusawnled
vpon by seviral psople. Aftar the fighting, thers wes e il entil somecne bhe-
gan the clork-fighting for possession of the fisld, tThan the plliow lighiing

I mel awversl nice people: Jan Skidmors fvom [liinodlg; Twilla Oxley; Ha-
the and Liz, 211 f{rom Adwisn Cellege in Michigan.

Luring the %we howr 1& over petwsun the wourneasnt apd the feast, we visit-
ad OLD WHCRID. a mall with & l gorts of little shops. I was ¢ big bit with ay
vlue Sights. Winile there, 1 m@* one of my bhegt friends, Ren Adems, st Lis wile

dnde. e beliad for wbout 15 minutes ana p?uﬂidwd to pet tuuetuﬁr in tha neny
future.s The feast wes jwziachauag and there wie jowt of foo fﬂl ereryons. Af-
prcre i w dthe revel, during which was & lot ol demcing, and T dance my Feet
afel el ] xnae is gtill sors. There was a poab-rsvel party, to which we o
net goy o sguse 1 a8 driver wag quite birad. We smang songs all the w

home, s mind Just drifted with the hepoonings of the day. T loved it
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WONDAYCON

It was such 2 beautiful merning for the coh, and it was the first con for
which I was chairfan --- well co- chz-rinn, co-ing with Leah & Zeides, - -z T be-
ing more of a hinderance than a help. In spite of the lovely weather, iLhere was
a sange of forebod*ngd that things were not going to tuym out correctly. IU st
started wheon I forzot my c&mnra, end when T found out on the day before that the
film 20,000 LEAGUES UMDER THE SEA Had rot arrived yet. And true to my teelings
the day turned out to be not=go<hot.

The film ¢3d not arrive on Saturday, sc we were ouh our advartised feature.
One of the nmoderators of thz panels did rot show, 8o we threw in our substitute
panel on §F in the CINFMA, which I heard was very well done (thani gm), but ™
which threw us a little off cchedule. The iri-A-Then, different artists con-
tributing to the same picture, did rot materialized ind by the tine it ame to
put on the SI' FANDOM EXPLAINED panel, there were so few people around that we
let it go.

in the nucksters room, usually & lively pluice, there ware three dealers.
And two of them were from the Wayne Third! Besides the very succesaful SEQUEST=
FERCON held in Kalamazoo that same weekend, there was a ComicCon held in Jacksen,
a surprise to sil of us. And the comlccon took most of the dealers,

Eut there were some bright spois. In spite of the lsck of a spscial Ffeature,
Bill Welldroop came up with a number of deceni shorts which seemed to satisfy
averybody. His frisnd Fd had a number of dscent ones which he showed using his
own Omm projector. The interview with Mike Glicksohn, our guest of honor, chair-
ed by Gary Hubbard, wse excellent. And Larry's Auction was delightful.

The liet of other SMOFs was impressive: from Toronte ceme Vistoria Vayne,
Phil Paine, Patrick Hayden; and ‘fayne MacDonald; from Ohio came Bill Bowers and
Ro Lutz Hagey with his wife Lin; Brian Kar) DBrown came in from Indiana; Betiy
Rlein-Lebbink and company arrived from Amburstberg Cansdag then from scattered
parts of Michigan came Tom Barber, Randy Bathunst, Uave Zurich, the lovely Renee
Sieber, Ron stinson; and others. i

Sc, Looking bask cn the com, it didnt seem to have gone s0 badly, but go-
ing through it was a horrible experience. Yo more for me; I'll chair s panel,
but not a con.

The party aiterwards at Paul Madarasz' houge was much betier. Everytuing

wgs more relaxed, and the drinks seemed te smocth things over. Needleas to say
I was depressed about the con, buif thanks to Denise Mattingly, Linda Glasscock,

3

Steve Trout, Bill Waldroop and his tlipnd Nelson, I was pulled out of it
and could =mjoy the party.
I talked with Jim Stanley for a bit about
writing and some SF books I had read recently. 7”'"“
Jim wans one of the founding fathers of the YWayne el
Third Foundation, and he had bezn writing for & /~\
long time. In fact, hae said, the story which
wes printed in MISYAP was writien s few years a- «Aijﬁéi?
go- HNeverchalesa it ie & good story. '
I conversed with other pecple; notably Tom
Barber, Victoria Vayne (about accents), Wayne 61233:1
MacDonald, Hetty ¥Klein-lebbink {(about various
thing3, especlsally the party she wants to have,
and Lanterns fup my zine cover), and Denjase Mat-

tingly. Long about 2:30 I left, culie contented,

taking Nelson and John Benson home as well:
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The letters in this colomn refer to the personalzing I sent out around
two months ago titled LAM FROM THE 'WOUSHE OF ISHER #i. In that issue I made
comnents on the Dorsal, crasherg, made some con reporis, and a few other
thinge- fere are the loecs I received, with the personal parts edited oute.

FROM: Amy artman
6215 South Guad
Ann Arbor, “ichigan 4LB109

vos Lan, the light show was too long, =2nd you know it. T don’t mind the
Norsaij and they've never bothered me, though nobody's going to convence me
that races with intersiellar travel will use foot soldiers. (Dune doein‘t
worlk for me for the same reason =--- in the latest chunks of if, seemz like
Hlerberts upgrading the Sardukas to caich some lorsai Jansg).

1 think ) make the Continental qualifications for being educated: 1
have French, ferman, Fnglish, some Latin, and Esperanto I'm werking on, which
is a hash of all of them. I go fro crossword puzsles too, and once made up
a symmetric one with "nglish-siyle clues === you know:

"Oh, owl, give me a lamb?s coat? = wool
s ?2 5

I don't know if I can make it %o MARCON. You folks have . an abe
solute talent for echeduling cons the weekend before my physlcs bests.

I'm happy to see this zine; I bought 2 whole stack of MISHAPS at a con for
about 35¢, and decided I liked the apa; so itfs nice to see ancther piece of i1,

Blen sila lumenn amentilno,
Amy Hartman

I agree, the lighi show at COHFUSION 12 was a little long, but

t wag plessant. #FF I've yel to read CUILIHEN OF DUNE. Some
day, maybe, when I have time.... @### Fortunately for me, the cons
have been falling on the weekends immediately after I get pald, so
I blow my money then, ans starve the next week and & half', Thanks
for the kird words; hope you like this ons.

ifiM: Roes Pavlac
Npdd B~d
LéSh Tamarack Blvd
Columbusg, Ohic L3229
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Sirs o
The correct spslling is Diana Sainsbury.
_I_ am her boyfriend.

"We exchanged ozgupations and interests, until her bLoyfriend came up and
gat with us." - UNTIL?

glirie:,

Reoss Pavlas

Ross, 1 resiized that her nane was spelled with a "y" not a "g%.
Poth & mental and phyasical (finger on the kmys) slip. Waen I first
aet Diens, reading her name badge I said Sainsburg, which she cors:
octed imediately. ##F aAdnitiedly I could not renember your rane
even though I had seon you several times during CONFUSION. 1 could
have described you %o a tee, sven tell exactly what you were wear-
ingy but I co:ldn't remeber your neme. ### I guess that it was

a bad choice of words to use "until®., We did continve the convers
sation when you arsived, including you in it. I remember you
telling me you worked for Batitelle as a programmer,; and 1 asked if
you a iriernd of mine whe was also working ther, last I heard. Any-
way, no oifense was meant.

FROM: Lloyd Biggle Jr
5§69 Dubie Avenue
Ypsilanti, Michiger LB197

Dear Ceorge,

My thanks for the coupy of LAN and your kind words. Bill Cavin
Just sent a tape of nmy speech,; nnd I listened to it resterday =- the
firei time I'd ever heard myself speak. It turned out not to be aa
bad a3 1'd expected!

(But the pilanc was evary bit as bad as I'd expected; ind we lezarned
afterward that there are a number of planos in the hotel and that wes
the one the management considered the best!)

Best wishes,

Licya Liggle

it upueliy happens that I never think to bring blank tapss with
ne to cons, or I leswye my tape recorder at home. (ne of these
days I'il get all that together. /## The piano didn't sound
2ll that bad to me; you should hear the one I play on at lLiome!



FROM: Penny Tegen K
3502 Linden
Urhana, Illinois 61804

Dear Georgs,

Seeing your zine gets me itchy for putting my own out sgain. I on-
1y managed thres issuss of ANANT (Hindu for "The Cosmic AYL") which were
aluvays about a year late.

Foer your nzw logo -- do a take-off on Gresn Lantern charging hiw
ring «-- somgthing sultably fannishly altered, of courge,

I enjoyed your ¢on reports, and desplie the things vou've indicsted
I don't think that anyone should take violeat exceplion to the idess you
have in them, OSure, somethingas you say are oplinionated; Lut they're not
out, o hounds or offensive, and tha rest of the zine is nively done. I
znjoy hezaring some honest opinions and new ways of seeing fundom, rather
than the pablum that pleaves sveryone and offends none.

Mnother zine I enjoy os Jackis's DILEMMA ww- which I'd hetter tell
her az I'm & rotten "loc"er, as you can teil,

Anyhow, kesp on writing and I°1ll kesp on reading --- mayoe 1 can
even aay "Hi" 2t Kubla Kwesndry, or somewhere.

Penny

I will be conaidering the Green Lantern take-off for a futurs
lessue. 1've had o rush Lo get this ons out, but it i3 a good
jdea, and T will vse it. Thanks much. ## In uy statements
aboul crashers, I was shocksd when it was revealad o me that
0% of fandom does this. But this crashing is not quite the
same 28 T meant 13%: Those wao make no pri-

or arrangements, or strangers wno asit me
for space. Anyuwey, I have been chasti-
zed, ### Your Locs are fTine. I really,
enjoy the egoboo. IF you keep on
reading, I'1i keep on writing. Hope

you enjoy this issue.

dogt of the verbal comments 1 received =~ 7 %
33id the same thing: I took four pages
Lo say something 1 couldd have ssid in
s o less. I thank yon Retty

{lein-Lebhbink, Yen Adams, Carol 5
mng Linds Giasscock, Joha fg;?
dengon snd others who el
nacde comments. ffﬂbw’“
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